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2017 LUNCHEON LOCATIONS

America’s Keswick: Whiting, NJ
January 18th, 2017 
Speaker: Gerard De Matteo (Rutherford, NJ)
Price: $12.50

The Shrimp Box: Pt. Pleasant, NJ
March 15, 2017 
Speaker: Phil Parsons (Belmar, NJ)
Price: $17.50

The Crab Trap: Somers Point, NJ
May 17, 2017 
Speaker: Robert Dadd (Berkley Heights, NJ)
Price: $17.50

The Captain’s Inn: Forked River, NJ
July 19, 2017 
Speaker: Mark Kolchin (Toms River, NJ)
Price: $20.00

The Smithville Inn: Smithville, NJ
September 13, 2017 
Speaker: Paul Young (Wales, UK)
Price: $20.00

The Tuckahoe Inn: Tuckahoe, NJ
November 15, 2017 
Speaker: Jerry Risden (Belmar, NJ)
Price: $18.50

Join us for a delicious 
meal and a great time 
of fellowship, singing, 
special music, and an 
uplifting message from 
the Word of God. 
Designated Wednesdays at various locations 
from 12:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

Make checks payable to:  
“Bethany Bible Chapel”

Mail to:
Know the Word

P. O. Box 305
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

For more information:  
Email: knowtheword@gmail.com

For menu selections and registration: 
knowtheword.com or call 609-693-3464

“Not that I have already attained, or am 
already perfected; but I press on, that I may 
lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also 
laid hold of me.” Philippians 3:12

I’m pressing on the upward way,
New heights I’m gaining every day;
Still praying as I’m onward bound,

“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”
Lord, lift me up and let me stand,
By faith, on Heaven’s table land,

A higher plane than I have found;
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.

We sing this hymn both as a prayer and an 
admission that we are not where we should 

be with the Lord. There is indeed far more 
ground to be gained in our walk and service for 
Him. Though we would like to think that we are 
“gaining new heights every day”, we are more 
like Joshua who was told by God that despite his 
advanced years, there was “much more land 
to be possessed”, Joshua 13:1. It seems to be 
the same for many of us. Truthfully, for all the 
personal devotions we have had, the messages 
listened to and the Bible studies attended, we 
really should be a lot further along in our lives 
for Christ than we are.

So why aren’t we gaining new heights every day? 
Why are we so vulnerable to the doubts that arise 
and the fears that dismay? Admittedly, there are 
a lot of personal hindrances in the Christian life, 
but the chief reason may fall squarely on us. It 
really boils down to a matter of the heart. God 
says, “My son, give me thine heart”, Prov. 23:26. 
If our hearts are not fully occupied with Christ, 
they can become easily occupied with other 
things. We can easily be lured off center. At best, 
we are unprofitable servants and like Paul can 
attest, “In me, that is in my flesh dwelleth no 
good thing”, Rom. 7:18. Truth be told, our hearts 
lean toward Egypt. We glance back there from 
time to time and then wonder why we are not 
satisfied with manna from above. Frankly, it 
shows that we still have an appetite for things 
that we developed a taste for in our former 
life, Num. 11:1-6. In the words of another hymn 
writer, we confess, “prone to wander, Lord I feel 
it, prone to leave the God I love”. It is not that 

Pressing On
by Mark Kolchin

He leaves us – He will never do that (Rom. 8:39; 
Heb. 13:5) - but we can and do drift from Him. 
We would like to blame it on everything and 
everyone else, but when it comes right down to 
it, we are at fault because we allow the “little 
foxes” to come in and spoil the vines, Song 2:15. 
These are just some of the personal hindrances 
that keep us from gaining higher ground.

But there are also outward hindrances that keep 
us from living life on a higher plane. There are 
a lot of adversaries to the Christian, 1 Cor. 16:9. 
We live in a day in which the word of God is being 
denied, if not attacked. There is a “famine” in 
the land, Amos 8:11. The room is getting darker 
as the curtains of this age draw to a close. There 
is not much to encourage us as we watch the 
nightly news. Scripture calls this system, “this 
present evil world”, Gal. 1:4. It is contrary 
to the things of God and all we stand for. The 
world hated the Lord when He walked on this 
earth and it hates Him now when He is faithfully 
represented by His servants who walk in His 
steps, Luke 23:35-36; John 15:18, 1 Peter 2:21. 
Through various means, it enslaves the lost as it 
promulgates its philosophies and distracts and 
even derails the saints, causing them to leave 
to their first love and affection for the Savior, 
Rev. 2:4. The glitter and glamour projected by 
the world and its ways are but a thin veneer that 
disguises the anti-God values that characterize 
it. Daniel’s prophecy of successive world 
empires portrayed it perfectly – valuable in the 
eyes of man (Dan. 2), but in actuality horrific 
and beast-like in the eyes of God (Dan. 7). It is 
worse than we may even think, yet many of us 
are taken up with its ways. We need to turn from 
it and take our cue from Demas’ defection (2 
Tim. 4:10) and also the men in Elisha’s day when 
they said of Jericho, “the situation of the city is 
pleasant….but the water is bad and the ground 
barren”. It is an apt description of this world, 2 
Kings 2:19. Like Jericho, the world offers nothing 
to refresh and satisfy the soul.

So, what is our recourse then? How do we gain 
ground as Paul encouraged the saints at Philippi 
to do? How are we to “press on” in the midst of 
so many hindrances and ardent opposition? One 
way is to stay on the path. Keep your eye on the 
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goal – the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus. 
One day we will be in heaven and this “light 
affliction” which lasts but for a moment will 
yield eternal reward, 2 Cor. 4:17. In the words 
of another, “It will be worth it all when we see 
Jesus”. As a well-known evangelist once stated: 
“I have read the last chapter of the Bible and 
we win!”.

Another, way to keep pressing on is to stand on 
the promises of God’s Word. God has given us 
light for the path and all along this path are the 
promises of His Word. There are the promises of 
His presence, of His power, and of His provision. 
He has told us clearly, that “…He will never leave 
us nor forsake us so that we may boldly say 
the Lord is my helper what can man do unto 
me?”, Heb. 13:5-6. Like Jacob, He will be with us 
and keep us in the way that we go, (Gen.28:15) 
and He finish the work that He began in us, Phil. 
1:6. This promise of His faithfulness to should 

motivate us to live even more for Him, that we 
may do that we may be well-pleasing to Him,  
2 Cor. 5:9.

Yes, there are so many things to discourage us 
when we look around – defections to the world, 
disagreements with others, disappointments 
with ourselves – things that can keep us living 
on a lower plane. But when we look to the Lord 
and His Word, there is so much more that will 
brighten our path as we journey toward our 
home in Heaven. Press On!

My heart has no desire to stay, 
Where doubts arise and fears dismay;
Though some may dwell where these abound, 
My prayer, my aim, is higher ground.

SCHEDULE
Friday Night: 7 p.m. 

(Refreshments afterwards) 

Saturday Morning: 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
(coffee & refreshments at 9:30 a.m.) 

Saturday Night Conference Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 
(separate reservations required)

 
Lord’s Day: 9:00 a.m. Lord’s Supper 

1st Message: 10:15 a.m. 
2nd Message: 11:15 a.m. 

For more information contact us at:
knowtheword.com

or
 knowtheword@gmail.com

To register for the Saturday evening 
conference buffet, mail $25 per person  

by May 3rd to:
 

Know the Word   
P.O. Box 305 

Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734 

Or register online at: 
www.knowtheword.com 

Join us for a special… 
Weekend in the Word

Learn how future events will unfold as Rob takes 
us through a fascinating tour through the Bible to 
see what lies ahead on the prophetic landscape. 
He is capable teacher of the Word and has done 
extensive study on this topic. It promises to 
be a very informative and eye-opening series. 
Meetings will be held at the Monterey Chapel 
in Leola - in the heart of beautiful Lancaster 
County, PA. In addition, there will be ample 
time on Saturday afternoon to see many 
optional sites of interest, including "Jonah" at 
the renown Sight and Sound theater (advance 
reservations required), the Strasburg Railroad 
and a scaled replica of the Hebrew Tabernacle 
at the Mennonite Information Center on Rt. 30. 

Rob Sullivan works with Believer Stewardship 
Services, a financial and estate planning ministry 
located in Dubuque, Iowa. He has also traveled 
several times to the Holy Land and maintains a 
website ministry at: 

www.christianevidences.org

For those traveling from a distance, special 
discount pricing has been arranged for at nearby 
Bird-in-Hand Family Inn (www.bird-in-hand.
com/bird-in-hand-family-inn). Price includes an 
all-you-can-eat Saturday and Sunday breakfast 
buffet. Indicate Know the Word Ministries when 
making your reservation. $130 per room per 
night, plus tax. Call 1-800-537-2535.

End-time Technology and  
Political Development in Light  
of Bible Prophecy 
Speaker: Rob Sullivan
May 5–7, 2017

Enjoy this article?
Then take it with you  
on the go!
Download our app for great 
messages, articles and other 
helpful resources!
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Creation Museum and 
Ark Encounter Tour

October 25–28, 2017
Deluxe Motorcoach 
Departs from Lancaster, PA
Departure: Oct. 25 - 7:00 AM   Returns: Oct. 28 - 8:15 PM

Price per person:
Single $599 Double $541 Triple $512 Quad $772

Includes 3 breakfasts and 4 dinners 
Deposit: $100 per person at registration

Balance due by: August 23, 2017

November 7–14, 2017
$2,698 all inclusive from NY

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Stop at United Airlines Flight 93 memorial, near Shanksville, PA.
Dinner and overnight in Cincinnati, OH

Creation Museum/Answers in Genesis—a journey through 
Biblical History.
Dinner and overnight in Cincinnati, OH

Ark Encounter—historically themed attraction in a full scale, 
all-wood ark.
Light dinner buffet and overnight stay in Cincinnati, OH

Touring the Longhorn Cattle Ranch in Barnesville, OH.
Dinner in Bedford, PA

For more information contact us at:
 knowtheword@gmail.com

To register, make checks payable to  
“Bob Neff Tours” and send to:

 
Bob Neff Tours   

1525 Oregon Pike, Suite 2201 
Lancaster, PA 17601

or call
717-397-0000

Experience the Bible 
Land Discovery Tour 

Visits to Bethlehem, Jericho, Capernaum, Sea of 
Galilee, Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,  
Calvary, the Garden Tomb and much more. A 
great experience for a great price! 

For more information and a full itinerary:

Visit our website at:
 www.knowtheword.com 

Email: 
Mark Kolchin at mkolchin1@gmail.com 

or 
Johns Varghese at johns.k.varghese@gmail.com 

Write to: 
Know the Word  

P.O. Box 305 
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

Beautiful for situation, the joy 
of the whole earth, is mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north, 
the city of the great King. 
  –Psalm 119:89
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The life of King Manasseh is recorded in the 
Scriptures in two places, 2 Kings 21 and a 

more complete account in 2 Chron. 33. Of all the 
kings of Judah, there were perhaps none more 
evil than Manasseh. Tradition tells us that He 
was probably the one who gave the order to have 
Isaiah the prophet sawn in two. (see Heb 11:37) 
Apart from Hezekiah being his father, there is 
very little evidence to indicate that he was even 
linked with God’s people. And yet he was.

Raised in royalty, Manasseh had the benefit of 
a godly parent in Hezekiah, king of Judah. It was 
Hezekiah who had accomplished great things 
for God during his prosperous reign. Under his 
leadership, Hezekiah rebuffed Assyrian attempts 
to subjugate the kingdom. He successfully fended 
off two sieges by the Assyrian king Sennacherib 
with the latter campaign ending in a glorious 
victory through the intercession of Isaiah, which 
led to a sweeping revival across the land. So great 
was the reverence for this godly king Hezekiah 
that 2 Chronicles 32:33 points out that “all Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem honored him 
at his death,” a rare instance for a king in those 
days. This was the heritage of Manasseh as he 
came to the throne at the age of twelve. But 
rather than following in the ways of his father 
as might have been expected, a different type 
of ruler emerged. We read that Manasseh “did 
evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the 
abominations of the nations whom the LORD 
had cast out before the children of Israel” (2 
Chr. 33:2)  Further, he rebuilt the idolatrous 
altars that his father had so diligently worked to 
eradicate from the land. He worshiped the host 
of heaven (v. 3) brazenly setting carved images in 
Solomon’s temple which should have remained 
wholly dedicated to God’s glory. So evil was 
Manasseh that he even practiced child sacrifice, 
witchcraft, and sorcery, further provoking the 
anger of the LORD. Under his wicked reign, the 
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem were enticed 
to sin more than the vile and godless nations that 
surrounded them.

What caused Manasseh to so flagrantly disregard 
the ways of his father? Modern psychologists 
would tell us that a “problem child” is usually the 

The Depth of God’s 
Forgiveness
by Mark Kolchin

result of bad parenting or insufficient education. 
But that premise was not true in Manasseh’s 
case. From an economic standpoint, he probably 
had the best childhood that money could offer. 
No doubt he had a nice home since it is unlikely 
that his godly father would have neglected to 
purge the royal household of items that would 
have caused the spiritual ruin of his son. Over 
a dozen times in the first seven verses we read 
of Manasseh’s deliberate and godless actions 
that God held him personally account for--”He 
did evil…” (v.2), “He rebuilt the high places…” 
(v.3), “He built altars for all the host of heaven“ 
(v.5), “He practiced soothsaying…” (v.6), “He 
set carved images...” (v.7), the summary effect 
described in verse 9--”So Manasseh seduced 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do 
more evil…” The biblical truth that “foolishness 
is bound in the heart of the child…” was clearly 
evidenced in Manasseh’s life. Now with a clear 
path before him, he ran recklessly into the snare 
of sin and became its slave. Manasseh had made 
a deliberate choice to disregard the ways of his 
father and thus began the downhill course of sin 
in his life. But God was not silent during this time 
of spiritual declension in the nation. His voice can 
always be heard even in the midst of repeated 
resistance to His Word. “And the LORD spoke 
by His servants the prophets…” (II Kings 21:10), 
but because they were so anesthetized by their 
sin that they would not hearken. Disobedience 
and self-deception of that magnitude can only be 
corrected through severe judgment by the hand 
of God. 

As a result, the LORD brought upon Judah, the 
powerful nation of Assyria who now saw their 
opportunity to penetrate the sin-distracted 
nation. The prize spoil—Manasseh—who was 
carried away in humiliation to Babylon. What a 
striking picture of the ultimate consequences and 
destructive price tag of sin! Here was a king of 
one of the most powerful nations on earth at the 
time, being led about like a barnyard animal. How 
deceptive sin can be! Little did Manasseh realize 
when he started out in life that his “little” choices 
would be bring him so low. But such are the ways 
of sin. Allowed to have its way, it mocks its victims 
and shows how utterly powerless we are against 

it, apart from God. Just as the prodigal son had 
“bottomed out” wishing to eat the very food of the 
swine which he tended, so too Manasseh came to 
his senses “being in much affliction.” (v.12) At the 
nadir of his pitiful condition he humbled himself 
greatly before God, praying and beseeching Him 
for mercy and grace. It was during this horrid 
condition, that Manasseh was converted. “Then 
Manasseh knew that the LORD was God.” (v.13)  
Until this point, all that he had heard regarding 
the God of Israel fell to the ground without any 
personal application. As a result, there was no life 
and no true relationship with the living God. But 
now with his “spiritual eyes” opened and aware 
of a deeper need in his life, God heard his prayer 
and forgave his sin.

Just how deep is God’s forgiveness? Certainly it 
is deep enough to cleanse the worst of society. 
Wesley said it well in his hymn, “His blood can 
make the foulest clean, His blood availed for 
me!” The corridors of history are filled with the 
testimonies of those who can personally speak 
of the power of God’s grace and forgiveness. No 
doubt the words of Isaiah the prophet whom 
Manasseh slew, rang loud in his ears: “Behold, 
the Lord’s hand is not shortened that it cannot 
save, neither is His ear heavy that it cannot 
hear…” (Isa. 59:1)How true it was in his life, 
and how true it has proven to be in the lives of 
a countless multitude who have been redeemed 
by the Lord.

A forgiven and cleansed life like Manasseh’s does 
not soon forget the debt it owes. With the same 
intensity of his former life, Manasseh set out 
to make good for all the evil He had previously 
committed. He repaired the wall outside the city 
of David, (v.14), “he took away the foreign gods 
and the idol from the house of the LORD.” (v.15) 
“He also repaired the altar of the LORD… and 
commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of 
Israel.” (v.16) Though the record indicates that 
there were residual remains from his former 
lifestyle, he made every attempt possible to 
undo his wicked past. For the most part he 
was successful, though he was buried “in his 
own house” (v.20) without the same honors 
as his father. Though there were inerasable 
consequences of his sinful past, he died a 
forgiven man.

King Manasseh will forever go down in Biblical 
history as a shining example of the power of God 
to forgive. His is a life that gives encouragement 
to the worst of sinners and to those who are 
praying for them, because it shows just how 
far God can reach down to rescue a life. And 
that same willingness and power to forgive is 
available now as it was in the life of Manasseh to 
anyone who comes humbly to God through faith 
in Christ.

Jonah
Friday, June 2, 2017 8:45 AM–9:00 PM
Sight & Sound Theatre, Lancaster, PA

Cost: 
Adults - $110
Teens (13-18) – $60
Kids (12 & under) - $40

Pickup Points:
Bethany Bible Chapel - 9:00 AM 
(Bus loads at 8:45 AM)
Keswick Pines (Whiting) - 9:30 AM 
(Rt. 530) 
Mastori’s Restaurant - 10:00 AM 
 (JCT of Rt. 206/Rt. 130)

Make checks payable to:
“Bethany Bible Chapel”

Mail to:
Know the Word

P. O. Box 305
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734
For more information:

knowtheword@gmail.com.
To obtain good seating, early  

registration is strongly encouraged.



For ever, 0 Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. 
–Psalm 119:89

Enjoy more great messages from Know the Word! Don’t miss these great messages by Paul Young from the UK! 

Cost is $25 per set • Please make check payable to: Know the Word

Our God Is An Awesome God The Sermon On the Mount:
Kingdom Living Here and Now

Sailing Through the Psalms The Fruit of the Spirit

Messages by Jim Comte (Ontario, Canada)

Eight incredible messages on the names and 
attributes of God delivered on the grounds of 
Harvey Cedars Bible Conference
(Long Beach Island, NJ) A study of our Lord’s teaching from Matthew 5-7

A series of messages delivered on the grounds of  
Park of the Palms (Keystone Heights, FL)

An invigorating study of Galatians 5:22-23
Harvey Cedars Bible Conference (Long Beach Island, NJ) 

Psalm 1 - He Lifts Me Up 
Psalm 23 - He Strengthens Me 
Psalm 73 - He Helps Me Stand 
Psalm 92 - He Makes Me Sing 

Psalm 126 He Makes Me Fruitful 
Psalm 138 - He Makes Me Whole 
Psalm 150 - He is Worthy of Praise
MP3 copies available upon request.

Send to:  
Know the Word  
P.O. Box 305 
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734

Questions? Please contact:  
knowtheword@gmail.com  

Or visit:
www.knowtheword.com

Messages by John Gordon (Raleigh, NC)
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It could hardly be said that any Christian enjoys 
going through a trial. It is one of those aspects of 

our faith that we would rather avoid. Depending 
upon its depth and length, it could shake us 
to the core, far more than we ever anticipated 
when we first began traveling down its winding 
(and perhaps harrowing) path. Yet after coming 
through it in dependence upon the Lord, we will 
undoubtedly admit that it had a significant part it 
had in deepening our faith, sharpening our once 
nebulous convictions, and conforming us more 
closely to character of Christ, Romans 8.28-29.

The Scriptures refer often to the purifying and 
beneficial effect that trials can have in our 
lives. When Job was going through his great 
trial of affliction, he could hardly be thankful 
for the series of calamities that befell him. But 
through the eye of faith he uttered his deep 
confession of faith with unshakeable conviction: 
“But he knoweth the way that I take: when he 
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold”, Job 
23:10.  Job understood well the benefit of the 
God’s refining process, a process he would have 
rather sidestepped if he had the option, but 
nevertheless proved invaluable in deepening his 
faith. It is not that Job was a blatant sinner—he 
was anything but that—yet, it could never be 
said of him that “he feared God for nothing” – 
that is, for personal benefit thus dismissing the 
arrogant charge of the devil, Job 1.9. There are a 
lot of trials that we also would prefer to sidestep, 
but if we do would likewise forfeit its beneficial 
effect in our lives. It was a tough road for Job and 
it may be a tough road for us, but it can and often 
does turn out to the glory of God and a shining 
example of how the Lord does indeed bring 
many sons to glory, Hebrews 2.9.

Sometimes however there are gaps in our lives as 
Christians that necessitate the disciplining hand 
of God through trial. Peter stated, if need be ye 
are in heaviness through manifold temptations 
(trials)”. There is for many a “need be” from the 
Lord because of certain sins that have found an 
open door in our lives and have been permitted 
to go unjudged. Like Israel who failed to cast 
out all of the Canaanites in the land, we too can 
tolerate and fail to cast out the residue of sins 
of our past life ( James 1:21), only to impede our 

progress in the life of faith. Strangely, we allow 
some things that are objectionable to God to 
comfortably coexist with us without realizing the 
slow erosion that can occur in our walk with the 
Lord. Trials serve to jar us out of that complacency 
and to realign our spiritual priorities. Just as 
Samuel had to hack Agag to pieces, so too we 
are exhorted to take decisive action and mortify 
the deeds of our flesh in obedience to the Lord, 
Colossians 3.5. In short, it helps us to stay on 
track spiritually. David confessed, “Before I was 
afflicted, I went astray, but now have I kept thy 
word, Psalm 119.67. He knew too well the sting 
of the disciplining hand of God upon his life 
on more than a few occasions, only to express 
later the surpassing value of it. Eventually, God 
would call him “a man after mine own heart”, 
Acts 13.22. regarding this, Charles Spurgeon 
the great 19th century preacher once related 
the account of a rope bridge in his day that 
collapsed unexpectedly, plunging many to their 
deaths in a ravine below. Upon investigation, it 
was determined why the catastrophe occurred: 
a little seedling had been ignored and taken root 
between the strands of rope and the wooden 
planks, thus weakening the bridge. Trials from 
the Lord help us to do surveillance on our lives in 
order to motivate us to pull the weeds of sin that 
could eventually weaken and mar our testimony.

God wants all believers to reflect the character of 
Christ in their lives. To accomplish this, God may 
bring certain trials to soften the hearts, making 
the believer more compassionate and sensitive 
to the needs of others.  In so doing, they are 
able to comfort others with the same comfort 
that they are comforted of God, 2 Corinthians 
1:4.  They become more like Christ. Colossians 
1:27 states this principle succinctly: “Christ in 
you the hope of glory”. Additionally, like Daniel’s 
friends, the believer going through a trial will 
sense the Lord’s nearness perhaps more than at 
any other time in our life as they go through the 
furnace of affliction. There will be a reality to the 
words Isaiah 43:2: “when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither 
shall the flame kindle upon thee”.  Further, in 
a mysterious way,  the Christian going through a 
trial will ultimately sense that that they actually 
are the object of His attention and affection just 

as Zechariah prophesied to Israel about the Man 
among the myrtle trees, the Lord Jesus, who 
reassured them of a future glory when at the 
time they were at the “bottom”, Zechariah 1.  

This principle is depicted for us in Malachi as God 
explains what will yet occur with the nation of 
Israel during the future Tribulation. As the result 
of His refining work during that time, He will 
bring about a great spiritual purging within the 
nation. He is described as sitting like “a refiner 
and purifier of silver” in order to “purify the 
sons of Levi and to purge them as silver and 
gold that they may offer to the Lord an offering 
in righteousness”, Malachi 3.1-3. The work of 
any refiner and purifier of silver was to subject 
precious metal to intense heat in order to remove 
the impurities from it. The dross which rises to 
the top is then scooped away. As the refiner sits 
over the purified metal and looks down upon an 
even more valuable product, he is able to see an 
image of himself. And so it is with us: our Father 
in heaven, subjecting His own special people 
to the purifying process of trial and affliction, 
makes us an even more valuable and precious 
commodity to Him, being conformed to the 
image of His Son, Romans. 8:28-29.

The great patriarch Joseph also offers us 
some additional lessons about the trial of 
our faith. After going through many years of 
severe personal trial, he also acknowledged 
the beneficial effect that it produced. Rising 
to the rank of Prime Minister of Egypt, he was 
able to look back and acknowledge the hand 
of God at work in his life. His two sons named 
Manasseh and Ephraim, outlined his response 
to trials. The first he named Manasseh saying, 
“God hath made me forget all my toil and all 
my father’s house”, Gen. 41.51. The second he 
named Ephraim, stating “…God hath caused 
me to be fruitful in the land of mine affliction”, 
verse 52. Despite the rejection and hurt caused 
by his brothers, the slander of Potipher’s wife 
and being forgotten in prison by the chief butler, 
he was able to avoid the snare of bitterness 
and resentment, deliberately “forgetting” the 
plethora of personal slights against him. By 
so doing, he was able to attest to the fruitful 
result from such a course of action—and a great 
pattern for us to follow; first “forgetting”, then 
fruitbearing, the inevitable consequence of 
committing our way to the Lord. In due time, God 
will honor us as we honor Him.

How much more could be said about the positive 
effect of trials in the life of the believer, if we 
yield to Him! There is Paul’s request to have his 
thorn in the flesh removed, only to be denied by 
the Lord to keep him humbly dependent upon 
Him and cognizant of His all-sufficient grace, 
2 Corinthians 12: 9. There is Jacob’s all-night 
wrestling episode at Peniel with the Angel of 
the Lord, ending in a limp but also a changed 
life and a changed name and a changed purpose 
and a changed direction, as he crossed back over 
the river Jabbok to reconcile with his brother 
Esau, the sun rising upon him, Genesis 32. 
What a picture! And then there is James’ direct 
exhortation to adjust our attitude as we enter a 
trial to see the rounding-out of character that it 
produces: “My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. But 
let patience have her perfect work, that ye may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing”, James 
1:2-4.

The apostle Paul reminds us “for our light 
affliction which is for a moment “worketh 
for us a far more and exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory”, 2 Cor. 4:17.  Only as we look 
into the mirror of God’s Word, will we begin  
to understand more clearly the bigger picture 
and the wisdom of God in passing us through 
various trials and tribulations that we go 
through. As we do, we will be able to sing more 
convincingly the words of the hymn writer: 
“every joy or trial falleth from above, traced 
upon our dial by the Son of love. We may trust 
Him fully all for us to do, they who trust Him 
wholly, find Him wholly true”.  

And is it so? I shall be like Thy Son, Is this the 
grace which He, for me, has won?
Father of Glory (thought beyond all thought), In 
glory to His own blest likeness brought.

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a 
season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 
found unto praise and honor and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ.

Tried and True
by Mark Kolchin

We are glad to send you this complementary issue of Help and Hope.
If you would like to continue receiving this bi-annual publication contact us at:

www.knowtheword.com



Bible Conference  
On the Bay
with speaker Paul Young (Wales, UK)

They see the works of the LORD,  
and His wonders in the deep. 

 –Psalm 119:89

September 11–15, 2017
At the beautiful Harvey Cedars  
Bible Conference Center
$399 Per Person

For more information contact us at:
 knowtheword@gmail.com

To register, send payment in full to: 
Know the Word  

P.O. Box 305 
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734 

Or register online at:
www.knowtheword.com 

End the summer on a spiritual high note 
with this annual favorite. Great ministry 
and fellowship on picturesque Barnegat 
Bay, a great way to finish the summer. Other 
activities will be planned to make this an 
uplifting week at the Jersey Shore including 
an Estate and Financial Planning Seminar 
with Ed Anthony (Tennessee). 

Conference also includes a luncheon at the 
historic Smithville Inn, located in Smithville, 
NJ. Wed. 9/13 from 12 P.M.–3 P.M.

Deluxe accommodations subject to 
availability. Early registration strongly 
encouraged by August 9th.

“If We Could See Beyond Today”
by Abigail Miller

If we could see beyond today
As God can see,

If all the clouds should roll away, 
The shadows flee;

O'er present griefs we would not fret
Each sorrow we would soon forget,

For many joys are waiting yet,
For you and me.

If we could know beyond today
As God doth know,

Why dearest treasures pass away,
And tears must flow;

And why the darkness leads to light
Why dreary days will soon grow bright,
Some day life's wrong will be made right,

Faith tells us so.

If we could see, if we could know,
We often say.

But God in love a veil doth throw
Across our way.

We cannot see what lies before,
And so we cling to Him the more

He leads us till this life is o'er,
Trust and obey.

Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou  
knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter

 John 13:7
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